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Catholic Charities North Dakota has much to celebrate 
and to give thanks for this 2019-2020 fiscal year.  Psalms 
107:8-9 states “Let them give thanks to the Lord for his 
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 
for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good 
things”.  I gladly take this opportunity to share with you 
the blessings we have received.

We have experienced God’s unfailing love during this 
time of uncertainty and unrest.  When I look back at 
last fall and our Catholic Charities Sunday Campaign, 
there was much uncertainty due to the inability of 
farmers to retrieve crops and the negative market 
forecast.  Yet Catholic Charities exceeded our goal 
because of you and as a result we have been able to 
reach many more North Dakotans seeking assistance, 
as well as providing support for our programs.  

Spring and summer have brought many challenges 
yet we continue to feel God’s love through your 
contributions as donors.  We have been able to reach 
out to many folks we would not normally assist during 
the challenges of COVID-19.  From CCUSA, we have 
received funding, masks, and hand sanitizer, which we 
have utilized throughout North Dakota when helping 
meet basic needs such as shelter, transportation, food, 
gas and personal safety.  Catholic Charities has been 
able to collaborate with many agencies in meeting 
these needs.  

Dianne Nechiporenko
Executive Director

Celebrating  
US!
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“This is the Day which the LORD has 
made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Psalm 118:24

Seven years ago I started at Catholic 
Charities North Dakota with a 
hope, vision and goal of initiating a 
guardianship program for the elderly 
and vulnerable who did not meet 
the criteria of intellectually disabled.  
February brought this vision to reality.  
Through the grace of God we were 
able to start our program with 28 
clients in need of guardianship, with 
the support of the courts and legal 
system, as well as the opportunity to hire 
amazing staff.  This is just the beginning 
of a remarkable program and there is 
much to celebrate!

Among our many blessings and reasons 
to celebrate is our AASK program. 
Catholic Charities North Dakota has 
a 97 year history of adoption and 
has provided strong leadership in 
the adoption world for many years.  
CCND previously collaborated with 
The Village, LSS and since 2005 Nexus-
PATH in providing these services.  The 
Request for Proposal through North 
Dakota Department Human Services 
was up for renewal and Catholic 
Charities applied for and was again 
awarded the contract.  This is a 
major accomplishment and gives us 
additional reasons to celebrate us and 
our many blessings.

We can Celebrate Us because of the 
love and support of you – together we 
are US--United and Strong.



The Adults Adopting Special Kids 
(AASK) program has many reasons to 
celebrate this fiscal year! Children and 
families are the heart of our program 
and providing the best adoption services 
possible still remains our focus. 

In the spring of 2020, Catholic Charities 
North Dakota submitted a response to a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) through the 
North Dakota Department of Human 
Services’ Children and Family Services 
Division and was awarded the contract 
to continue adoption services for children 
in the child welfare system through AASK. 
As a part of this new contract, we are 
excited for the start of our partnership 
with the Adoption Option for contracted 
services, a collaborative program 
between Lutheran Social Services of 
North Dakota and The Village Family 
Service Center of North Dakota.

216: Adoptive Placements
213: Adoptive Finalizations
142: Approved Home Assessments
862: Children received AASK services 
465: Families served through the North 
Dakota Post Adopt Network  
174: Families served through parent  
support groups & educational  
opportunities.

www.aasknd.org
www.NDPostAdopt.org
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In addition to this new partnership, Catholic 
Charities North Dakota now provides 
leadership to post adoption services in the 
state through the North Dakota Post Adopt 
Network as a part of the AASK program. The 
Post Adopt Network provides supports to 
international, domestic, infant, and foster care 
adoptive families as well as families providing 
guardianship for a child in their home. 

This last year AASK facilitated 216 adoptive 
placements and 213 adoptive finalizations, 
a huge accomplishment for the program! 
AASK also completed 142 adoptive home 
assessments which is a record high since the 
program’s existence. The children and families 
we serve are a blessing to work with every 
day and remain the number one priority of 
AASK services. As we look ahead to a busy 
year, we celebrate the great successes and 
look forward to the continued growth and 
development. 

Find us on social Media!  

Adults Adopting  
Special Kids- AASK

ND Post Adopt  
Network

216: Adoptive Placements
213: Adoptive Finalizations
142: Approved Home Assessments
862: Children received AASK services 
465: Families served through the North 
Dakota Post Adopt Network  
174: Families served through parent  
support groups & educational  
opportunities.



400: Clients Served
2,549: Counseling Sessions
257: New Clients

Counseling services provided to 
individuals, couples, and families by the 
counselors at Catholic Charities North 
Dakota are so important and valuable to the 
residents of North Dakota. CCND counselors 
assist clients with rebuilding hope, increasing 
supports and skills, and guiding clients as they 
navigate through many of life’s changes. 
Being able to meet these needs regardless 
of a person’s ability to pay truly allows for 
CCND to provide a charity that many other 
communities and organizations are unable 
to provide. This gives a new meaning to the 
word charity when working in the mental 
health profession. With the understanding that 
we all have times in our life where we may 
struggle and benefit from additional support, 
the counseling department is blessed to 
have such experienced and knowledgeable 
counselors that are able to help provide such 
services to the residents of North Dakota. 
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We are so blessed to have the 6 clinical 
counselors in our department with a variety of 
skills sets and endless knowledge. CCND is now 
providing counseling services in the following 
cities: Bismarck, Minot, Langdon and Fargo. We 
hope to continue to grow and build a larger 
presence in the rural areas of North Dakota with 
the use of telehealth in the years to come.

“Thank you for everything you’ve done 
for me over the years. You’ve listened 
and made me feel comfortable. You’ve 
helped me through a lot and I am so   
      grateful for that.”

Find us on social Media!  
Counseling Services  
at Catholic Charities  
North Dakota 



Guardianship Services - Vulnerable is a 
new program of service added at Catholic 
Charities ND in February of 2020. The purpose 
of the program is to provide people who are 
18 years and older with guardianship services.  
We can serve vulnerable elderly persons and 
individuals with mental health issues or any 
other type of vulnerability. Our work is to provide 
support and direction for the individuals who 
have no source of support and are having 
difficulty living and making decisions in their 
daily lives. We are here to help the person make 
informed, person-centered decisions through 
understanding of consequences and dignity of 
risk on the spectrum of life choices.   

As Guardians, some of the choices where 
assistance may be needed include:  where 
should I live, where am I safe, what are my 
medical/halth needs and options, what financial 
decisions need to be made so I am  
not exploited, assistance applying for social 
security and bank accounts, support in  
legal issues, where can I work and what  
training may I need? 

25: Clients
42: Face to face contacts
323: Other contacts
330: Miles Driven
11: Counties of residence
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These are just some of the areas where clients 
may need decision making support. We currently 
have staff in Fargo and Grand Forks North 
Dakota serving 25 individuals as their guardian 
in several counties. It is our goal to support 
these individuals while letting them live as 
independently as possible. 

“Wow, you guys have really done a 
lot of great work in a short amount 

of time. Before your help, my 
brother had waited 2+ years  

to get qualified.”

Guardianship Services for the Vulnerable 
at Catholic Charities North Dakota began 
in February 2020 by what we describe as a 
God moment. 28 individuals were in need 

of a new guardianship service immediately 
and after several phone calls, Catholic 

Charities North Dakota was awarded all 28. 
This enabled us to kick-start our new program 
which has been a vision for the past 7 years.         
 This became reality because of divine   
 intervention and you, our supporters.   

Thank you!



Our Guardianship Division - Intellectual 
Disabilities client Jamie is 30 years old and 
he has an intellectual disability and he is 
medically fragile. Several years ago, the court 
appointed Catholic Charities North Dakota to 
be Jamie’s emergency guardian. Jamie was 
at a motel by himself as his mom experienced 
a mental health crisis and was admitted to the 
hospital. Immediately, one of our  guardianship 
workers began working with Jamie and his 
Developmental Disabilities Program Manager 
from the human service center to find a place 
for Jamie to live. They found an excellent 
residential service provider that specializes 
in serving people with intellectual disabilities. 
Today, Jamie has a very busy life – he lives in his 
own apartment with support from the residential 
service provider and he has a part-time job. 
Jamie’s mom sees him often. Catholic 
Charities ND remains Jamie’s guardian 
and his mom is involved in his life but not 
as his guardian as her focus remains on her 
mental health stability and wellbeing. His 
guardianship worker visits Jamie regularly 
and works very closely with his team to help 
meet Jamie’s wishes and needs.

   

116: Adults on waiting list
503: Adults served by our guardians
2,606: Meetings on behalf of the 
adults we serve 
8,922: Visits with the adults we serve 
70,486: Miles driven by guardianship 
workers to 32 cities
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Jamie’s story is just one of the many stories of the 
475 individuals for whom we currently serve as 
guardian. Each of our 14 guardianship workers 
provides guardianship support on behalf of 34 to 
35 persons. As guardian, it is our court-appointed 
responsibility to make any combination of informed 
personal decisions on behalf of an individual who 
has been deemed incapacitated by the court. Our 
decision-making authority as guardian is limited 
by the court order to make decisions in some or all 
of the following areas: medical, residential, legal, 
educational, vocational, legal and financial. The 
individuals who receive our guardianship services 
are often unable to fully communicate their hopes, 
needs and wishes or to protect themselves due to 
the severity of their disability. 

Our guardianship workers have ongoing personal 
contact and interaction with the 
people we serve to insure that we 
are as aware as much as possible 
of their feelings, thoughts, wishes, 
problems, capabilities and needs.  
Our guardianship workers are very 
involved with each person’s team 
to assure that services address the 
person’s medical, psychiatric, social, 
vocational, educational, residential, 
and recreational needs. The job of a 
guardianship worker is very complex 
and it is often times intense meeting 
the challenging needs of the people 
we serve. Catholic Charities North 
Dakota is blessed to have such 
incredible, compassionate, and 
skilled guardianship workers who   
   carry out our mission of service  
  every day.



The Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption  
Services (PPAS) program has had an amazing 
year of welcoming babies into the world, supporting 
expectant parents, helping to create families, and 
reconnecting birth families.  Joy is abundant in the 
PPAS Program, and we would like to share some of 
that joy with you!  

Imagine you are an expectant mother…

- Finding out that you don’t have to walk the 
journey of an unexpected pregnancy alone, 
that a PPAS social worker will not judge you 
and will walk this journey with you – reignit-
ing feelings of hope, strength, and a desire to 
choose life for your baby

- Getting a basket full of baby supplies to help 
you welcome your little one – diapers, wipes, 
pacifiers, bottles, blankets, and the cutest 
clothes you’ve ever seen

- Connecting with an adoptive family who not 
only opens their heart and home to your child, 
but also to you

11: Babies Placed
17: Babies Born to PPAS Moms 
13: Identifying Searches
28: Pregnancy Clients Served
3: Non-Identifying Searches
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Imagine you are an adoptive family…

- Getting the phone call that you have been 
selected by a birth parent. You are finally going to 
be a parent

- Seeing your child for the very first time, hearing that 
first welcomed cry

- Finalizing your child’s adoption and posing for 
pictures with the judge that includes your new 
“extended family” (your child’s birth family)

Imagine you are searching for your birth parents…

- Finding out that your birth mother lives in the 
very same small town you do after 40 years of 
wondering and recently initiating an identifying 
search for her

- Finding out that you and your birth mother     
look exactly alike and share the same laugh.  

11: Babies Placed
17: Babies Born to PPAS Moms 
13: Identifying Searches
28: Pregnancy Clients Served
3: Non-Identifying Searches

Smiles and tears of joy roll down our faces 
on a regular basis!  God is good and it’s 
a privilege to get to share His Grace with 
those we serve, bring joy into their world.  

Find us on social Media!  

adoption.nd

Pregnancy, Parenting,  
and Adoption Services at  
Catholic Charities ND 



*Please note that these charts include pre-audited numbers.

More than 2,500 
clients served 
and countless 

more reached. 
 

Dots signify the  
50 of 53 counties  
in North Dakota  
where people  

received direct  
services from us  

in 2019-2020.

Guardianship Services 
(GDID), $1,327,221 

Guardianship 
Services for 

the Vulnerable 
(GSV), $61,612 

Special Needs 
Adoption - AASK, 

$1,213,705 

Pregnancy, 
Parenting, and 

Adoption 
Services 
(PPAS), 

$312,303 

Counseling 
Services, 
$431,202 

Development/ 
Community 
Relations, 
$256,787 

Administration, 
$484,977 

2019-2020 EXPENDITURES*

Donations/Fundraising, 
$407,097 

Disaster Response, 
$29,549 

Program Fees, 
$387,372 

ND Dept of 
Human 

Services, 
$2,905,687 

Diocesan Support, 
$338,783 

United Way, $38,912 
Grants - Private, $136,989 

Unrealized …
Interest & 

Miscellaneous 
Income, 
$20,761 

2019-2020 REVENUES*

Donations/Fundraising, 
$407,097 

Disaster Response, 
$29,549 

Program Fees, 
$387,372 

ND Dept of 
Human 

Services, 
$2,905,687 

Diocesan Support, 
$338,783 

United Way, $38,912 
Grants - Private, $136,989 

Unrealized Gains, 
$96,617 

Interest & 
Miscellaneous 

Income, 
$20,761 

2019-2020 REVENUES*
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L. Joe Fry

Judge Mike Hurly
 Rugby
Ray Urbi
 Williston
Liz Sillers
 Langdon
Dianne Allmaras
 New Rockford
Jana Heen
 Bismarck
Diane Weir
 Medora

Bishop John T. Folda, Diocese of Fargo 
Bishop David D. Kagan, Diocese of Bismarck 
Steven Lies, Chairman- Wahpeton 
Roxana Gayton, Vice-Chairman- Bismarck 
Rev. William Gerlach, Secretary- Fargo 
Alice Hoffert, Treasurer- Grand Forks 
Rev. James Ermer, Liaison to Bishop Folda- Casselton 
Ronald Schatz, Liaison to Bishop Kagan- Bismarck 

Board of Directors
 

Rev. Shane A. Campbell
 Belfield
Deacon Anthony Ternes
 Mandan
Janice Moch
 Edgeley
Sr. Stella Olson, PBVM
 Fargo
Dr. Diane Fladeland
 Bismarck
Dianne Nechiporenko,  
   Ex Officio
 Fargo
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