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Celebrating 95 Years of Service!
Catholic Welfare Bureau, Catholic Family Service or Catholic Charities
North Dakota--whatever you have known us by, we have always followed the
same mission, vision and used the social teachings of the church as our guiding
light. We have focused on helping the most vulnerable and advocating for the
common good of all.
What exactly does it mean – following the social teaching? Catholic
social teaching is a central and essential element of our faith. It is based on and
inseparable from our understanding of human life and human dignity. It calls us all to reach out and build relationships of
compassion and justice. It calls us all to defend the dignity of life and build the common good.
There are seven key principles of Catholic Social teachings. Each principle guides our decisions and helps guide
our work. Starting with the first principle: respect the human person. We believe that every person is precious and that life
must be protected and supported from conception to natural death.
Second principle: promote the family since we are not simply individuals but are also members of a community.
How we organize our society – in economics, law and politics- affects the human dignity and the capacity of individuals to
grow within family/community.
Third principle: rights and responsibility. Human dignity is protected and healthy community is achieved only
if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those
things required for human decency. Along with these rights are duties and responsibilities to one another, our family and the
larger society.
Fourth principle: common good. Common good is the complete development of all the people in the world. It
promotes the social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfillment. The
common good is what would be good for people and enable all humans to flourish.
Fifth principle: the dignity and rights of the worker. We believe the economy must serve people, not the other
way around. Work is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation, therefore, the rights of the workers must be
upheld. The right to productive work, to fair and livable wages, the right to productive means all contribute to full human
development.
Sixth principle: solidarity. We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers and sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Our love for all our brothers
and sisters demands that we promote peace in a world
surrounded by violence and conflict.
We live in a world in which we
And the seventh principle: care for God’s creation.
need to share responsibility.
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of
It’s easy to say it’s not my
creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan.
child, not my community, not
It is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect
my world, not my problem.
people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with
Then there are those who
all of God’s creation. Our commitment to the common good
see
the need and respond.
and our concern for neighbors and for generations to come
I consider those people my
require responsible stewardship of our natural resources.
heroes. –Fred Rogers
We can all be heroes by reaching out and joining the
effort, the mission and the vision. Join Catholic Charities
Dianne Nechiporenko North Dakota in making a difference in someone’s life.

Executive Director

More information on Catholic Social Teaching can be found on the website of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
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Development
We are FOREVER GRATEFUL for your support!
Throughout our history private donations – gifts from
people like you – have made the difference for our agency.
We rely especially on gifts from individuals and businesses
Chad Prososki
to help provide services to those who can only afford to pay
Director
a little or even nothing at all for counseling, and to offer free
pregnancy support to expectant parents wherever they live across North Dakota. We
also keep the cost of adopting a child as low as possible, and must raise additional
funds to cover the difference between the costs of our guardianship services above
the designated funds provided by the state.
These financial challenges we and our clients face have only been
overcome by the generosity of our supporters, you and everyone else who may be
reading this article. Special one-time gifts are wonderful and allow us to do great
things but the backbone of our fundraising efforts has always been our annual
appeal, arriving a couple weeks after this fall newsletter just before Thanksgiving
and Christmas time.
There are a number of other creative options for giving to support Catholic
Charities North Dakota as well. These include charitable IRA rollovers that may
count toward required minimum distributions, endowment gifts that may qualify
for up to a 40% state tax credit and can be made of appreciated stock or crops, and
legacy gifts from your estate through your will, trust, or beneficiary designations.
If you are interested in learning about any of these giving options please visit our
website or call us for more information. We also recommend you consult with your
professional advisors for financial, legal, and/or tax advice of course before making
any planned gift.
As we approach the end of this year, please remember that we and so many
of the wonderful clients we serve rely on your help and participation in our annual
appeal during the holidays and during the coming year. These can be busy and
hectic times for all of us, but even more difficult for those who may be without
family and friends in their lives, so please don’t forget about giving for those in
need as our annual appeal remains so very important and essential to the strength
and health of Catholic Charities North Dakota so we can continue to serve more
and more people with your help!

Thank you!

for your support on
Catholic Charities North Dakota
Sunday!

701-235-4457
CatholicCharitiesND.org

If you missed our video, visit our
website at www.CatholicCharitiesND.org.
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Counseling
The counseling services program at Catholic Charities may still be considered our
newest program as it has “only” been around for about 15 years, since 2003. However the
roots of our counseling program go back much further as the goal of addressing the needs
of the individuals, couples and families who are struggling with life’s challenges in our
communities and churches has long been part of our mission. During our time as Catholic Family Service during the
1970’s, 1980’s and into the 1990’s staff worked throughout the small towns of North Dakota to train mentor couples
to help those preparing for marriage and also volunteer peer counselors to work with couples and families on their
relationships.
In July 2003, the Family Life Department, which had functioned under sponsorship of Catholic Charities North
Dakota for 25 years, was transferred to the Diocese of Fargo. This prompted then Director, Briston Fernandes, noting
that priests often asked for counseling services, to approve the establishment of a new Counseling Services program.
While the encouragement and support of caring friends, pastors and neighbors during tough times can make a great
difference in the lives of others, no one should be afraid to seek out the help of a caring professional as others such
as your priest and family and friends have not had that same training. Catholic Charities North Dakota’s licensed
therapists have experience in the areas of relationships and communication, mental health issues such as anxiety and
depression, and many other areas of care.
At this time, we are excited to welcome Melissa Lee-Eckes as the newest member of our team who is joining
us as our new Director of Counseling. She is originally from Dickinson and worked for other Catholic organizations
in college. Her experience includes positions at Friendship Inc., in a community health setting, and most recently in
private practice in the Fargo area. Melissa really enjoys feeling like she is learning as much from her clients as she
hopes to teach them. Please join us in welcoming Melissa and thanking her for becoming part of Catholic Charities
North Dakota’s counseling program!
From our beginning of counseling services with one part-time social worker in 2003 to now, we have grown to
have licensed therapists currently offering counseling in Fargo, Bismarck, New England, Langdon, Grand Forks, and
Wahpeton (with more attending from many surrounding communities). We are blessed that two members of our team,
our therapists Jennifer Anderson and Barb Boesl, have been with us as dedicated counselors for several years now.
We are also thankful to have Dr. Kenneth Flanagan, Tami Christianson, and to have had Marjorie Baumgartner-Hill
with us, who has done excellent work for her clients at Catholic Charities North Dakota and is now retiring from the
agency.
We are looking to expand our counseling department and would like to add more counselors across the state. If
you are an interested counselor or know of other counselors, please let us know!

The CCUSA Annual Conference was held in Buffalo, NY this September.
This conference brings Associate Agencies together from many areas across
the United States providing support, camaraderie, education and review with
discussion on the latest trends within the services provided by these agencies.
Discussions revolved around immigration reform and CCUSA’s work toward
assisting with immigrant children, disaster relief especially with the number of
disasters experienced within the last 6 months. The focus was also on taking care
of yourself as a caregiver, the current image of Catholic organizations and how this is impacting Catholic Charities
agencies which are departments of dioceses compared to agencies like ours which work closely with dioceses but are
separate non-profit organizations.
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Adults Adopting Special Kids (AASK)
Kara Eastlund
Director

DHS).

Catholic Charities North Dakota has been involved in providing adoption services
since the beginning of the agency. Over time, the number of infant children to be placed
decreased but there was still a need for children in foster care who were available for adoption
to be placed into loving and caring permanent homes. In 1993, the Adults Adopting Special
Kids (AASK) program was formed by Lutheran Social Services, The Village and Catholic
Charities North Dakota in collaboration with the ND Department of Human Services (ND

In 2004, new service ideas were solicited by ND DHS to explore what was the best way to work with the
children in foster care and the families who adopted them because it was recognized that specialized services
were needed. This ultimately led to a proposal for a new collaborative structure of Catholic Charities North
Dakota and PATH (which provided treatment homes for children in foster care) to provide a continuum of quality,
comprehensive services, bringing together the complementary strengths and resources of both agencies.
In 2005 there were 11 AASK workers and 2 supervisors working with approximately 300 children.
Since that time the AASK program has shown tremendous growth. Through the Dave Thomas Foundation for
Adoption a half time Wendy’s Wonderful Kid (WWK) recruiter was added; this has grown to 2 full time positions.
In addition, we added Adoption Specialists to serve primarily the Belcourt region, the Jamestown Region, and
Williston as well as increased staff in Bismarck, Fargo, Minot and Grand Forks. As time went on, it was clear that
resources after adoptions were finalized needed to be made available. In 2016 an AASK Post Adopt statewide
coordinator was added. That component of the program now has 3 staff members.
We added new focus on the trauma experienced by kids referred to AASK and updated the Child Adoptive
Assessment to take trauma and any subsequent treatment into account. We have provided trauma training which
potential adoptive families complete so that they can better meet the needs of our children and we expect our
workers to complete this training also.
In 2018 AASK has a total of 20 workers and 5 supervisors to provide services to children and families. We
worked with 841 children referred to AASK plus countless additional children and families we work with through
AASK Post Adopt services. However, the number of children referred to AASK as parental rights of children in
foster care are terminated continues to grow. Recruiting a family for and connecting a child with a loving home in
which they can heal and grow is one of our most gratifying experiences.

Disaster Response

The 1996-1997 winter packed a real punch for the residents of the Red River Valley, as they were to learn when
mountains of snow began to melt. Early in 1997, the weather service forecast a high probability of flooding in the Valley.
Staff from Catholic Charities and other agencies and organizations came together in preparation for the fight ahead.
This was the beginning of our involvement with the North Dakota Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
(ND VOAD) which has continued to the present day. Over the past 20 years, the different organizations have offered
their volunteers and expertise in as varied areas as mucking out and clean-up, carpentry and rebuilding, counseling and
emotional support, case management, financial aid, rental assistance and emergency shelters.
We were called to action again this year when storms rolling across North Dakota in July impacted two
communities with disastrous results. Watford City (McKenzie County) experienced a tornado which hit an RV Park
destroying campers, injuring 28 people and causing the death of a one week old baby, and 7.5 inches of rain falling in 5-6
hours in Ellendale (Dickey County) overwhelmed sewage and storm systems resulting in flooded homes.
The County Emergency Managers worked with ND VOAD partners to identify those whose needs would not be
met by insurance or their own resources. In both instances, Catholic Charities North Dakota applied for disaster response
grants and received two $10,000.00 grants from CCUSA. These funds were combined with others monies raised and
4 were used, through an application process, to help those with unmet needs obtain relief.

Guardianship Services
		
The history of the Guardianship Division at Catholic Charities North Dakota is linked to the
momentous ARC lawsuit that took place in 1980. The lawsuit forever changed the rights and treatment
of people with intellectual disabilities in North Dakota. As a result of the ARC lawsuit, many people
with intellectual disabilities began moving from the state institution in Grafton to community based
services throughout North Dakota. It was found that a number of people were ready to move but
Donna Byzewski
Director
needed the support of a guardian to help make informed decisions on their behalf. The North Dakota
Department of Human Services issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) in the mid-1980’s asking that a
program be developed which would serve as corporate guardian for individuals who did not have family or friends available
to be their guardian. In 1986, our agency was awarded the contract due to the efforts of Roger Schwinghammer, our
Executive Director at that time. Roger responded to the RFP because he had the conviction that this program exemplified the
core mission of Catholic Charities North Dakota – serving vulnerable people in need. Paul Griffin became the Supervisor of
the Guardianship Program and he started with a blank slate as there were no programs of this nature in North Dakota. Paul
studied guardianship programs across the United States and he based all of the policies and procedures on best practices from
those programs. Under Paul’s leadership, he built a program that is based on integrity, advocacy, compassion and quality of
service where the best interest of the person is paramount.
In 1987, courts began appointing Catholic Charities North Dakota as guardian for people with intellectual disabilities
who did not have family or friends available to serve as their guardian. During the first six (6) months of the program,
Catholic Charities North Dakota was appointed by the courts to be legal guardian for 123 individuals. In June 1987, the
Guardianship Division consisted of Paul Griffin, Supervisor, plus three (3) guardianship workers: Sue Dokken (who is still
providing guardianship services 31 years later!), Karen Schommer and Duane Luptak. Over the past 31 years, we have served
as guardian for more than 950 individuals with intellectual disabilities. We currently serve as guardian for 466 people. The
number of guardianship workers has grown too – in addition to a part-time Guardianship Division Director (Donna Byzewski)
and a full-time GD Supervisor (Karla Johnson), we have 14 full-time guardianship workers located throughout the state
(Michele Burger, Suzanne Netzer in Grand Forks; Megan Clapp in Grafton; Brian Osvold, Ashley Mickelsen and Patience
Boesl in Minot; Joshua Schlichenmayer, Talia Biederstedt and Whitney Rath-Wald in Bismarck; Tarri Joki in Dodge; and Sue
Dokken, Margaret Rundlett-Doom, Tracy Buckmeier and Shawna Steen in Fargo). We are blessed to have four incredible
support staff: Sara Pachl in Bismarck; Jeanne Helmers in Minot; Kathy Myklebust in Grand Forks; and Joyce Flaig in Fargo.
One of the biggest changes to the field of guardianship in the past 31 years has been the guardianship law. For
example, the guardianship law now includes a number of due process protections for proposed wards and wards as well as
improved annual report requirements of the guardian to the court regarding the wellbeing and financial status of wards. Other
improvements include qualifications for professional guardians, online training requirements for all guardians and background
check requirements for all guardians.
Since our beginning in 1987, we continue to bring to life the mission of Catholic Charities ND by serving people in
need and advocating for the common good of all. Our staff truly carry out our mission in their daily work by their dedication
and commitment to the people we serve by providing the best services possible.

Catholic Charities North Dakota is excited to announce that the final steps towards our
reaccreditation process with the Council On Accreditation (COA) have been completed. In
July, our self-study was submitted with over 300 pieces of evidence demonstrating how we at
Catholic Charities North Dakota meet the best practice standards set by COA, and in September,
two site reviewers came to our agency to observe the work that we do and to visit with staff,
board, clients, and community members. The feedback from both the self-study and the site
visit was very positive and we are eagerly awaiting official word of our accreditation renewal.
Our accreditation is very important because it has specific standards to follow for each of our programs, and is required
for some funding sources. COA also pushes us to be our best and challenges us to be innovative in serving the needs of
clients, staff, and the community.
Thank you to all staff, board, clients, and community members who helped to make this reaccreditation process a success. 5

Tributes
In Memory of				By
Bob Wolter			
Margaret and Lloyd Thilmony
Vernon “Joe” Landorf		
Margaret and Lloyd Thilmony
Francis J. Gilles		
Margaret and Lloyd Thilmony
Jane Gilles			
Margaret and Lloyd Thilmony
Carmen Freehauf
Gene Nygaard			
Jane and Gary Speich
Muriel Nelson			
David Lill
Our deceased family
Members			
Lillian and Doug Hom
Alicia Bernier & Baby
JoAnn Moody
Wieland Family		
Dorothy Wieland
Bertha and
Alex J. Herlick		
John Herlick
Flasch & Wettstein
Family Members		
Margaret and Richard
				 Wettstein
Deceased Family Members Ernestine Ebertowski
Deceased Family Members Jean and Laurence
				 Charbonneau
My Parents, Grandparents
and Husband		
Carol Schmidt
Valeria E. Wax		
Valeria Noel Wax
My Mother, Sister and
and Sister-in-Law
Rita A. Johnson
Kurt Gellner			
Becky Gellner
Geraldine McKenna		
Geraldine (Babe) Belzer
Lawrence Scherr		
Wanda and Christopher Scherr
Ed Hardy			
Eleanor and Burton Schultz
My Mom, Janis Schmitz
Tarra Ihry
Deceased Family & Friends Sharon Harding
Violet Ritten			
Miranda and Jordan Wyum
Mary & Martin Mitzel
Loretta Huschka
Magdalena & Frank Huschka Loretta Huschka
Brother, Nathan Field		
Nurreen Marth
Roger Klym			
Donna and Donald Mrachek
Terry Baasch			
Marlene Baasch
James W. McCord		
Geneva McCord
Eugene Weisbeck		
Nancy and Allen Weisbeck
My Family Members		
Mary Ellen Jesse
Connie Backes		
Roger Backes
Vickie Wenke			
Katie Peterson
Emma Jaeger			
Cindy and Aaron Krauter
Bob Tomac			
Cindy and Aaron Krauter
Burnetta Barth			
Cindy and Aaron Krauter
Any Kuylen			
Larae and David Kuylen
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Donna Hanson			
Larae and David Kuylen
Wally Hanson			
Larae and David Kuylen
Leon R. Schmitz		
John P. Schmitz
Leona and Richard Nagel
Pamela and Gary Nagel
Pauline Herold		
Betty Lou and Gary Schell
Mary Kaufman		
Betty Lou and Gary Schell
Betty Barton			
Betty Lou and Gary Schell
Magdelena Herold		
Betty Lou and Gary Schell
Frances and George Jundt
Renee and Leon Schmaltz
Irene Schmaltz		
Renee and Leon Schmaltz
Eleanor and Jacob Bosch
Tillie and Dennis Jensen
Richard “Ricky” Gorman
David Gorman
Blanche and John Lucier
Juanita and Jerry Sennett
James Billig			
Florence Billig
Joe and Don Masseth		
Lisa and Aaron Fortney
Anastasia Fortney		
Lisa and Aaron Fortney
Nevaeh Zacher		
Lisa and Aaron Fortney
Maggie & Bernie McDermott Kathy and Terry Daucsavage
Leonard Daucsavage		
Kathy and Terry Daucsavage
Del Hager			
Kathy and Terry Daucsavage
Ella Kram			
Kathryn Kram
Stan Martin			
Norma Martin
Alice and Albert Baar		
Karen Hasby
Our mother,			
Leone Kramer, Lillian & Ray
Rose Heinz			
Seifert, Emy & Joe Baumgartner
My mother, Addie O’Neill Susan Shirek
Margaret & Leo Jansen
Barb and Al Langer
Olivia and Joe Langer		
Barb and Al Langer
Verna and O.S. Johnson
Roberta and Richard Johnson
Verna and Tony Fettig Marjorie and Vincent Bitz
Rose and Math Bitz		
Marjorie and Vincent Bitz
Valery Vetter			
Mary and Joseph Vetter
Betty & Harold Olschlager Karen and Doug Olschlager
David Olschlager 		
Karen and Doug Olschlager
Gordon Polanchek		
Linda Polanchek
Andrew Polanchek		
Linda Polanchek
Katherine Black		
Linda Polanchek
Sebastian Black		
Linda Polanchek
Deceased members of
Dorsher			
Madonna and Doug Hajicek
Laudie Cherney		
Patricia Cherney
Richard Ehli			
Darlene and Joseph Frieze
Maggie Bernhardt		
Deb and Kevin Leier
Joe, Eva & Calvin Roshau Tim Roshau
Christopher P. Jacobs		
Dorothy C. Jacobs
Ruth Flaherty			
Bonnie Faller

Commemorative gifts were given between April 1, 2018 - September 30, 2018.
Anna and Louis Kostelecky Annette and James Roth
Helen Garceau			
Carolyn and Leonard Garceau
Marj Stormon			
Carolyn and Leonard
Garceau
Rosa Voller			
Agnes Brandt
Frances & Erv Kobe		
Mark Kobe
Mary Mann			
Mary Lou and Jim Sott
Ray Hoffman			
Janet Hoffman
Lois Stanislowski		
Bailey Hansen
August Eberle			Darlene Weigell
Lawrence Kartes		
Becky Gellner
Arlene Seminary		
The Krauters-Cindy and Aaron,
Emily and Brock,
Hannah and Mitchell
Deacon Gerald Sobolik
Shirley Sobolik
Rebecca Russell Fullerton
Edee and Walton Russell, Jr.
Emmy and Merwyn John
Donna Stringer
Bruce John			
Donna Stringer
David Kasowski		
Marian and Harold Kasowski
William Charbonneau		
Linda Charbonneau
Lee, Joe, Reuben and
Pearle Wagner		
Robert Wagner
Michael Smith			
Marion Smith
Theodore and Roger Mertes Esther Mertes
Barta and Garnaas Families Ken Barta
Regina Hoffman		
Audrey and Dave Myklebust
Thomas Hall			
Joan Hall
Louise Burkhardsmeier
Cathy Burkhardsmeier
Stephen C. Schneider		
Beverly Schneider

In Honor of				By
Our Mothers, Bertha Hodny
& Mary Ellen Larson
Laurine and Timothy Hodny
For children who are sick
Kim and Bill Biberdorf
My Mother, Yvette		
Kelly Kram
Kathryn Grafsgaard		
Fr. Thomas Grafsgaard
Gabriel Salonen		
Jane Beauclair
My adopted Daughter
and Son			
Eileen Skowronek
Eleanor Barta			
Patricia and Ronald Barta
Pope Francis			
Patricia and Ronald Barta
Those Choosing AdoptionBirth and Adoptive Families Valerie Kuntz
Prayers Answered		
Marcella and Olaf Breden
Myra Severson		
David Lill
Joe Clarys			
Karen and Doug Olschlager
My Family			
DoLores Johnson
Fr. James ErmerJaselta Lorenz
40th Anniversary		
Ardith MattsonA Special Lady		
Sharon and Dan Frolek
Virginia and Dale Davy,
50th Anniversary		
Sandra and Gerald Transtrom
Clare Scholand's
96th Birthday		
Theresa and Alex Leiphon

If you'd like to make a gift in memory of someone, please visit our website
at www.CatholicCharitiesND.org or give us a call at #701-235-4457.

Stay in Touch,
like us on
Member Agency
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Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services (PPAS)

Throughout history, the Church has taken an active role in providing love and support for those
in need. Since 1923, Catholic Charities North Dakota (CCND) has been privileged to serve as an arm
of the Church providing that love and support to expectant mothers and placing children in loving
families.
Over the past 95 years, there have been changes in how society views adoption and in how
services are provided by CCND. As society has grown in its acceptance of single parenting, more
mothers are choosing to parent their children in single parent households. Since parenting can be
challenging, CCND has taken an active role to work with parenting mothers in order to help them be
Kris Haycraft
Director
as prepared as possible to provide the love and care needed to raise their children. New moms are
provided with supplies, education, resources, and unconditional support.
Another change in adoption services provided by CCND is the transition from closed adoptions to open adoptions. In
the past, if a birth mother chose to make an adoption plan, she would deliver the baby and most likely have no communication
with her child or the child’s adoptive family. It was not uncommon for a woman to never see or hold her child after giving birth,
as the baby was moved away from the delivery room immediately after birth. When there is no communication between a birth
parent and an adoptive family, it is called a closed adoption.
In recent years, the adoption pendulum has swung towards more openness in adoptions. In an open adoption, there is
ongoing communication between a birth family and an adoptive family. It is common to have the adoptive parents at the
hospital when a child is born and to have both the birth family and adoptive family spend time together caring for the new
baby during the hospital stay. Today, birth parents choose the family who will adopt their children and choose how much
communication they would like with the child and his or her adoptive family throughout the child’s life. Birth parents love their
children very much and make a hard, selfless decision to make an adoption plan for their child’s best interest. Openness in
adoption allows that child to grow up knowing that they are loved both by their adoptive family and their birth family.
Over the last 95 years, society’s views of parenting and adoption have changed and the pregnancy and adoption services
offered by CCND have evolved to meet the needs of the individuals served. Despite these changes, the quality of services
provided to clients has remained the same. At Catholic Charities North Dakota, our values and mission are rooted deep in our
Christian faith. We understand the importance of serving those in need and to advocate for the common good of all. CCND
believes that all life is sacred and that every person has inherent dignity. The agency continues to have faith and to trust in God,
believing that He alone guides the special work we do. He alone helps us to prepare expectant parents for parenthood and to
build forever families through adoption. We hope our PPAS program can continue with your support to serve as an arm of the
church, providing love and ongoing support to expectant parents and helping families grow through adoption.

