
Serving North Dakota
Faith in Action -

Annual Report  
2014-2015



Bishop Kagan
Bismarck Diocese

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I am pleased to present you with this  
Annual Report for Catholic Charities North 
Dakota. As you read through these pages, 
you will certainly see evidence of the good 
things that are happening with  
Catholic Charities North Dakota. 

As you know, the work of serving the poor 
and needy is of the utmost importance for 
us as Catholics. We know this because of 
the example that Christ has set for us. We 
know that when we serve those in need, it 
is really Christ Whom we are serving. 

What confidence and assurance this should give us! This is the reason that 
Catholic Charities North Dakota is so important- they are clearly doing the 
work of the Lord in serving His people in need. 

I am grateful for the presence of Catholic Charities in the Bismarck  
Diocese. I look forward to the coming years as their work continues to 
grow in our Diocese, reaching as many people as possible. I am confident 
that their work will continue to flourish, as it is the work of the Lord  
Himself, through His Church. 

I know that you will be inspired as you read this report. I encourage you to 
take your time with this review, and join me in thanking the Lord for the 
grace He has given us in providing Catholic Charities North Dakota!

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
†Most Reverend Bishop David Kagan 



Bishop Folda
Fargo Diocese
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Dear friends in Christ,

Growing up in Omaha,  
Nebraska, I became familiar with 
Fr. Edward Flanagan’s famous  
refuge for homeless children 
called Boys Town. As a young 
priest, Fr. Flanagan once saw a 
young lad walking along and  
carrying another boy on his 
back. Fr. Flanagan asked the first 
boy if the child he was carrying 
was heavy. But the boy replied, 
“He ain’t heavy, Father, he’s my 
brother.” And from this story also 
comes a popular song known to 
many.

This story reminds me of what Jesus tells us in the Gospel of Matthew: 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy burdened, and I will give you 
rest” (Mt 11: 28-30). When I think of this story of the two young boys, I 
remember how important it is to care for others and to help them carry 
their burdens. At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus also reminds us, 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers and sisters, that you do 
unto me” (Mt 25:40).

Those who participate in the works of Catholic Charities North Dakota 
as staff, volunteers, and supporters are putting their faith into action. 
Through its pregnancy, parenting, adoption, guardianship, and  
counseling programs, Catholic Charities North Dakota truly helps the 
least of our brothers and sisters - those who do not have anyone else to 
help them carry their burdens.

Remember that we are not meant to go through this life alone. We are 
called to relationship with God and with others. As we put our faith 
into action, the burden of caring for others is transformed and becomes 
our joy. With Christ, our yoke becomes easy and our burden light  
(cf. Mt 11:30). Let us go forth then in joy, to help fulfill the mission of 
Catholic Charities North Dakota: helping people and changing lives.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

†Most Reverend John T. Folda



Executive Director 
Catholic Charities North Dakota will  
continue to be a strong witness of our 
Faith in Action – caring for our brothers 
and sisters in need.  As we read in  
scripture: “What good is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother 
or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily 
food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, 
be warmed and filled,’ without giving them the 
things needed for the body, what good is that?  So 
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead”(James 2:14-17).

We have many challenges facing us at Catholic Charities North Dakota.  
As the state’s economy changes, the cost of rent at our offices in Bismarck, 
Fargo, Grand Forks, and Minot and the cost of travel to our clients in rural 
areas have risen.  The ability to attract and maintain employees with fair 
benefits, meet gaps in the social service system, and address the increase in 
demand for our services while fulfilling our mission of helping people and 
changing lives is a continuous undertaking.

Without your contributions we would not be able to complete our  
ministries such as helping children in foster care find new forever families, 
helping people to adopt, providing those expecting with parenting and 
adoption information, helping adults with intellectual challenges achieve 
as much as possible, and offering confidential and professional faith-based 
counseling services to heal marriages, family relationships and assist those 
individuals suffering from anxiety or depression.

Great things are happening here at Catholic Charities North Dakota.  We 
are exploring new ways to help those in need, studying the trends in North 
Dakota and researching growing needs including our rising elderly  
population and the caregivers who support them.  We are working to 
better serve the people in our parishes and the larger community.  Charity 
starts in your homes so reach out to us and get involved.  We need your 
help because there is so much more we can do if only we had the resources 
to do it!

God Bless,

Dianne Nechiporenko
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Finances 

*Please note that these charts include pre-audited numbers.

More than 2,000 
clients served and 

countless more 
reached. 

 
Dots signify the  

49 of 53 counties  
in North Dakota  

where people  
received direct  

services from us  
in 2014-2015.
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Year in Review
Adults Adopting Special Kids (AASK)  
The AASK program is a collaboration  
between Catholic Charities North Dakota  
and Path ND, Inc. that finds permanent  
and stable homes for children in foster  
care in North Dakota.
 

More than 2,000 
clients served and 

countless more 
reached. 

 
Dots signify the  

49 of 53 counties  
in North Dakota  

where people  
received direct  

services from us  
in 2014-2015.

Guardianship Services
Our professional staff serve as  
court-appointed guardians for adults with 
intellectual disabilities to ensure they have 
an appropriate place to live, receive proper 
medical attention and can obtain necessary 
support services.

458  individuals served as guardians
111,548  miles driven to 34 towns
8,088  visits to living facilities
23,518 case worker contacts
2,655  meetings on behalf of wards
788  responses to emergency  
 situations

Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption (PPAS) 
Our licensed social workers work with  
women and men who are unprepared for  
pregnancy, offering them education and 
support including parenting resources and 
adoption information for their child.  Staff 
also work with those interested in adoption, 
offering options to adopt from North  
Dakota, out of state or internationally.

29 pregnancy counseling clients
6  in-state infant placements
4  out-of-state infant placements
1  identified adoption                  
20 post-adoption searches
7  international adoptions
 (from China, Bulgaria, & Lithuania)

Counseling Services
Our clinical therapists are licensed  
professionals who work with individuals, 
couples and families on relationship  
issues, stress or anger management, and 
anxiety or depression.  Clients may receive 
1 or 2 sessions, 4 to 6 sessions, or as many 
as needed depending on their situation.

339  clients served
1,846 counseling sessions
265 new clients
176 outreach contacts

Disaster Assistance and Recovery Efforts
In August 2014, $10,000 was used to aide Watford City residents with tornado relief. 
Last fall we completed our Minot Flood recovery assistance efforts. Final payments 
were made to complete the rebuilding efforts of those impacted by the flood. The total 
amount donated from Catholic Charities USA and Catholic Charities North Dakota 
was over $1,050,000. 

New Offices and Challenges
During 2014-2015 we moved into a different location in Bismarck as our old building 
changed ownership. This increased costs and, along with rising rent at our Minot  
location, has added pressure on our budget. Additionally, we have begun a new  
pilot program in Wahpeton where we offer counseling services every other week.  
Results are encouraging, and we hope to consider similar arrangements elsewhere.

146  youth adoptions finalized
7 finalized youth in tribal custody
30 sibling groups finalized together
105  approved home assessments
20-30  children being recruited for
579 children received AASK services 



P regnancy, Parenting  and Adoption
Blessings Undeserved

Kevin and Paula have three bio-
logical children –  
Elizabeth, Samuel and Grace. 
Grace was born with Down 
syndrome. Initially shocked, the 
Burckhards grieved with their 
family knowing things were  
going to be different than they 
had imagined for their little girl. 
They sought comfort in their 
faith and the meaning of Grace’s 
name, chosen before birth, as 
“blessing undeserved.”

Watching Grace grow into a unique, light-hearted gift who lights up a room 
wherever she goes, the Burckhards felt called to share their lives and home with 
another child with Down syndrome so Grace would have someone “like her” to 
grow up with. In August of 2009, Bella joined their family through adoption.

Through the adoption of Bella from the Ukraine, Kevin and Paula became aware 
of how children with Down syndrome are viewed in many Central and Eastern 
European countries. Children born with physical disabilities are frequently 
abandoned and placed in orphanages and foster homes. Around age five, these 
children are transitioned to mental institutions because they are seen as  
outcasts with no ability to learn or be functional members of society.

Knowing this, in 2010, Kevin and Paula again contacted Catholic Charities 
North Dakota feeling they had the knowledge, resources, and room in their 
hearts and home to adopt a second child with Down syndrome. In 2011, they 
welcomed their son Novak (“Nolé”) from Serbia. Having seen that Grace and 
Bella have a lifetime bond due to their Down syndrome, Kevin and Paula again 
contacted Catholic Charities North Dakota about adopting a third child with 
Down syndrome so Nolé would have a younger brother “like him.” This spring, 
Kevin and Paula adopted their son Simas from Lithuania, a sweetheart who has 
transitioned well into their family. 

Paula and Kevin are very realistic about the long term commitment and  
guidance their children need, and they have made physical and financial  
arrangements for their care. The Burckhards know the struggles that come 
with adoption but feel they are worth it. Kevin has said, “Adopting a child with 
Down syndrome does not take a special family, it makes a special family.”
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Special Kids 
Life lessons to be learned

Early in life James* had no one to  
nurture, protect and care for him.  His 
birth mother left him for extended periods 
of time with unsafe caregivers. With no 
contact from his father, James was placed 
into treatment foster care at age six after 
abuse from his caregivers. The emotional 
and physical abuse he experienced left him 
scarred. For a long time in the foster home, 
James was anxious and belligerent, and 
kept his distance from others. During this 
time, reunification with his mother was  
attempted, but these efforts failed and 
when he was 8, parental rights were  
terminated, leaving him eligible for  
adoption.

The assigned worker met with James 
regularly to get to know him, and to talk with him about the possibility of 
him being adopted.  While in treatment foster care he participated in trauma 
informed therapy. The behaviors learned in his early years (solving problems 
using aggression and isolation) were gradually replaced by positive social  
coping skills. He began to grow to trust others, especially adults, and slowly 
took part in adoption preparation activities like working on a “Life Book”—his 
own personal scrapbook.

The AASK worker prepared a profile of James for local and national websites 
so potential adoptive families could learn about him. His worker also screened 
waiting adoptive families to ensure the best potential match. Sharon and Phil, 
a couple with two teenage children, were chosen from several who expressed 
interest in James. The couple participated in trauma informed parenting so 
James’ successful treatment assisting him to manage his fears and insecurities 
could continue in their home.  A gradual transition plan helped James adjust to 
the move and the adoption was finalized at age 9.

James is now a confident, caring 14 year old, though still needing at times to 
utilize the coping skills he learned in therapy.  He hints to his parents that  
perhaps they would like to help some other child in foster care as they have 
helped him.  After all, both of his siblings are now away at college and he 
would like to have someone to share his home with!

*Not actual name



A Home for Roy

Five years ago, Roy, 55, could 
only dream of a life working at 
something he enjoyed, living in 
his own apartment and having 
friends to hang out with.  
Reality was far different, 
marked by struggles with  
alcohol, including  
hospitalizations, evictions 
from apartments, jail time 
and homelessness. Since 1997, 
numerous placements to treat 
alcoholism proved  
unsuccessful as Roy relapsed 
within a week of discharge.

Finally in 2012 Roy was referred to Catholic Charities North Dakota for 
appointment of an Emergency Guardian to support him in making better 
decisions. Struggling at first, Roy learned necessary skills for sobriety,  
employment and daily living during his 2½ years at the Life Skills and 
Transition Center in Grafton.

After sharing his dream of an apartment, his guardianship worker found 
two agencies able to support him. Roy was so excited for an apartment he 
would have moved into the first option that next day, but an essential role 
of a guardian is to look out for the person’s best interest while taking into 
account their wishes. Roy and his guardian discussed the pros and cons of 
the two options, and Roy told his guardian “You’ve always got my back.” 
Together they chose the small town which proved the best fit. He was able 
to see the apartment, shop for essential items and explore employment 
opportunities before moving, since having a job is extremely important to 
him to get the dinero (Spanish for money). 

Since April of 2015, Roy has been a productive community member  
working at the local thrift store. Staff supporting him at work say Roy is 
a very hard worker and they are so lucky to have him. Roy is proud of his 
apartment and getting to know the small town he now calls home. Roy has 
enjoyed getting to know staff assisting him with his apartment, grocery 
shopping and attending community events—and has met friends in the 
same building to grill or hang out with!

Roy with his guardian Megan

Guardianship 



Picking up the Pieces

A young woman came to my office 
heavily burdened, carrying a  
broken heart and load of grief. It 
was not an uncommon story she 
told me. This woman was  
completely devastated because  
her husband had been unfaithful.  
Infidelity is one of the most  
stressful things a person can go 
through. Not only does  
infidelity cause immediate and 
serious damage, but it challenges 
our faith and understanding of the 
world. It affects us on every level of 
our lives, she learned.

As many in her situation do, she 
tried to forgive her husband. To his credit, he worked hard in therapy 
to show he understood the seriousness of his actions. Writing exercises 
revealed the factors leading to his cheating. He needed to clearly  
understand boundaries, how to enforce them himself, and to understand 
his thought process to fight unhealthy thoughts.  

The woman worked equally hard in therapy.  She did many writing  
assignments too, pouring out her grief, loss, sorrow, anger and despair 
over the death of what was in her mind a perfect marriage to a perfect 
husband. But when it came to forgiveness, she was stuck. While she 
wanted to forgive, part of her was not ready. She was waiting for a  
lightning bolt or aha moment, but it does not always work like that. Her 
counselor encouraged her to trust the process and be patient with herself.

How can a marriage so broken apart ever be put back together? It can’t 
exactly—but an amazing thing to watch in therapy is how love and  
commitment will find a way. This wife and husband had to complete 
a new puzzle, with a different picture and fresh pieces. And what they 
created from the rubble was something stronger, more beautiful and more 
precious than what they could have ever imagined. 

Recently the woman told me she has finally completely forgiven her 
husband, and was thankful for my help. “You did all the work,” I told her. 
She thanked me again and assured me they are doing very well, and then 
added, “But we still have your number on speed dial!”    
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