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Erik's family lived in the Middle East
when he was a child. They're fond of
one-humped camels, hummus, pita
bread, & world culture. Erik's sister lives
in Minneapolis. His brother lives in VT,
Erik's parents only live an hour away and
are (im)patiently awaiting the arrival of
their 1st grandchild.




Erik's paternal grandma (seated center, in blue) lives an hour and a half
away from us, in Erik's parents' hometown. Erik's dad only has one brother,
but family gatherings usually include Erik's dad's cousins, their children and

grandchildren, too.

Most of Erik's mom's siblings live near the family's original farmstead. The -
family camps together at the homestead to celebrate the Fourth of July.
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Erik & his dad also
help with projects at
home, but they really

like anything that

involves maps, planes,
or sailboats. We also
all love the zoo and a
good meal together.

f

Paul and Nona always liked to
play with their toys, get
“rubbies", and watch trains and
birds on TV with the family.
However, it was with great
sadness that we had to say
good-bye to our beautiful Paul
in July. He was a very sweet
kitty who was very patient with
visiting children. We're so sorry
he did not live to meet our baby,
because he loved babies most
of all. His sister Nona and we
miss him very much.
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Angel's family is originally
from MN. However, her
parents now live in CA, and
her sisters live in OK and
TX. We're happy to be able
to combine our love of
family with our love of
traveling.

6-year-old Niece L. loves |
projects. 3-year-old {
Nephew D. loves cars and

: : Il
smiles. Twin Niece and }f'. \

Nephew were born in May,!-
Twin Nephew is really laid ;
back, and Twin Niece is

more "expressive.”
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Angel's mom's extended
family lives in MN. Angel's
grandma passed away last

year. She was very
excited about our plans to
adopt, because she was
competing with friends to
see who would have the

most great-grandkids (13

and counting).

Angel's dad's
parents had 7
children. The oldest
uncle, his kids &
grandkids live in
MN; the rest of the
family is mainly in
WY and CO. All but
3 cousins & their
children made it to
Angel's grandpa's
90th birthday party
last year.

Angel & her paternal grandfather share the

same September birthday and have always

been extremely close. We visit him one to

three times a year in WY but wish we could
see him more often.










“heeoeoeoee

!!:Tl T "

!
ipeceoecee

I X N NN N N
i
N

] e i

.: i- e ﬁop,,‘_ y T~ i to |
‘heoeoe e’ ' A "pitch in"

o ® i

we need
some-
thing we
just call
or |
email :
Erik's
parents, |
and they |
show up |
at our I
door.

Anytime :‘[
|
:!

Angel's [

family
also

knows
how

Lii!lll

even
though

|
‘ é - they live ‘
~ = BN ' faraway.

XXX
For new babies, Angel's mom and the sisters
rotate visits to help out. In July, it was our turn
reeo0e0e0e® f to help take care of the twins and the house so
] their mom could catch up on sleep. We also
A made sure Niece L. got some one-on-one time
b with each parent and some spoiling from us.
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Fun times, great parentmg
role models, friends, & last!?
minute babysitters.

| Top: Christmas

( cookie baking while

| babysitting a b-
year-old member of

‘ our adoption play

r

|

group.

| Right: Two families

| from our group joined
us for a spur-

| of-the-moment pizza
{ party at our place.
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Above: Hiking with Angel s dad in. CA. -
Rt.: Jellyfish at the aquarium in Monterrey, CA

Our Dream Vacation: A family
reunion cruise to the Galapagos
Islands, in Ecuador.
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and Water, Earth, & Sky.

Angel's mom's
family's 25th
annual 3-day

canoe trip
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Main pic: Feeding turtles with
Niece L., a.k.a. "Fluffy the Cat," at the aquarium
in OK. Circles, top down: Angel, her mom, and _
Niece L./ Angel with her best friend from high school
and 3 of her kids. / Last 2: Erik and Niece L.
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/;. Lake Supermr 1 condo,

6 college friends, home-
cooked meals, roaring
fires, swimming & winter |
sports. And 1 little boy in




Erik has a super calm demeanor around
children. The first time Angel saw him
hold a baby--like a natural-born dad
who'd been doing it forever--well, let's
just say it was love at first sight.

Erik appreciates Angel's
knowledge & experience
with children from her
prior years as a nursery
caregiver and pre-school
& middle school teacher.
He likes that she is
thoughtful and nurturing
when caring for children.
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adoption-parenting plan for your child.
We cannot begin to understand all you
must be going through, but we are so
very grateful for you.
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