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Leanne Johnson: An Angel in
Adoption

Leanne Johnson, Director of the Adults Adopting Special Kids (AASK) Program, has been selected by
Senators Byron Dorgan and Kent Conrad to be a 2009 Angels in Adoption Award Recipient from North
Dakota! The Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute’s Angels in Adoption™ Program provides
Members of Congress the opportunity to honor an individual or entity
from their district who has made an extraordinary contribution on be-
half of children in need of homes. Leanne has provided such service to
children and families in North Dakota for over ten years and is definitely
a deserving recipient!

Leanne is an employee of Catholic Charities North Dakota and serves
as the Director of the AASK collaborative, a position she has held since
October 1998. AASK is North Dakota’s collaborative adoption program
serving children being adopted from foster care and the families who
adopt them.
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The ND Department of Human Services, Catholic Charities North
Dakota and PATH ND (a collaborative partner in the AASK Program)
have complete confidence that Leanne’s skills and knowledge of the
program, state and county systems and relationships with valued partners will continue to make AASK a
quality program for children and families.

Leanne is respected within the state child welfare system and the adoption community as a consummate
social worker, a capable program director, an effective supervisor and advocate for her staff, and a personable
and friendly coworker. She is a member of the ND Heart Gallery Board and was instrumental in its creation
in North Dakota. (The Heart Gallery contains professional photographs of children who are waiting for
their “forever families.”)

The Angels in Adoption™ program is Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute’s signature public
awareness campaign and provides an opportunity for all members of the U.S. Congress to honor the good
work of their constituents who have enriched the lives of foster children and orphans in the United States
and abroad. It is also meant to give Members of Congress the knowledge they need to use the power they
have toward making the dream of a family a reality for every child.

We are proud to have Leanne Johnson represent our state and our agency as one of the Angels in Adoption™
She will be honored, along with more than 190 Angels from around the country, at an awards ceremony

and gala event in Washington, DC, September 30, 2009.

AASK contract renewed

The North DAkota Department of Human Services has renewed the contract for the Adults Adopting
Special Kids collaborative. The contract is for 2 years and renewable for an additional 2 years. In wrapping
up the previous contract, staff of AASK program were very excited to have exceeded all the contract targets
in the 2008-2009 fiscal year; 110 children were placed into homes and 116 children had their adoption
finalized.
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Board of Directors
Bishop Samuel Aquila, President
Lawrence Bernhardt, Chair
- Dickinson
Deacon Ed Didier, Vice-chair
- Valley City
John Hardy, Secretary - Rolla

Jerome Schwartzenberger, Treasurer

- Napoleon
Fred Arnason - Grand Forks
Sr. Lois Byrne, PBVM - Fargo
Jerry Clark - Minot
Rev. Msgr. Dennis Skonseng - Fargo
Agnes Harrington - Fargo
Brian Herding - Grafton
Kathy Hogan - Fargo
Jim Lyons - Lisbon
Sonia Lunardi - Bismarck
Joyce McDowall - Bismarck
Fr. Bernie Pfau - New Rockford
Deacon Doyle Schulz - Bismarck
Thomas Vanorny - Oakes
Mary Ann Votava - Grand Forks

Executive Director
Briston J. Fernandes

Office locations

e 919 7th St. S, Ste 607
Bismarck 58504
(701) 255-1793

e 5201 Bishops Blvd, Ste B
Fargo 58104-7605
(701) 235-4457

e 311 4th St. S, Ste 105
Grand Forks 58201
(701) 775-4196

e 216 S Broadway
Minot 58701

(701) 852-2854

The Networker is published twice a year by
Catholic Charities North Dakota.

Catholic Charities North Dakota

is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

For many of us, the Flood of 2009 is now
a distant memory. We rallied together,
we filled sandbags, helped our families,
friends and neighbors in need. We
volunteered and helped in any and every
way we could through churches, agencies
and community efforts. We fought the
good fight, and we joined to celebrate
the fact that, for the most part, we were
spared of a major catastrophe.

We learned that a rising tide not only
lifts all boats, but also the hearts, minds,
and the human spirit in coming together
and helping one another. Adversity,
as we know, always seems to bring
out the best in each one of us. And
although many among us suffered the
loss of home and belongings, we were all
nevertheless touched and transformed by
the challenges we faced.

As the water levels kept steadily rising,
Catholic Charities North Dakota
responded by mobilizing its staff in
joining community agencies and groups
to coordinate and provide volunteers,
financial resources and direct assistance
in meeting the immediate needs of people
affected by the flood. We visited and
contacted pastors and other community
leaders to encourage them to refer
people who needed assistance. Catholic
Charities staff assessed the needs of
those who came to us and provided
immediate financial assistance.

A Rising Tide

A

Briston J. Fernandes

Executive Director

Catholic Charities USA sent a staff
member from the National Disaster
Response Office to help us assess
the needs and develop a response for
immediate and long term recovery.
CCUSA granted funding to the dioceses
of Fargo, Bismarck and Crookston so that
our agency could provide a coordinated
regional response. With additional
funding coming from individuals and
groups around the country, we have
now joined the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and
Lutheran Disaster Relief (LDR) in
providing intermediate and long term
recovery assistance to people affected

by the flood.

CCND has joined the efforts of Resource
Agencies Flood Team (RAFT) by hiring
a Case Manager who meets with people,
assesses their unmet needs and connects
them with the available resources within
the community. We will continue to
provide direct assistance for those who
have no other resources.

At Catholic Charities ND, we learned
that we cannot do charity, social service
or social justice by proxy. In order to
live our mission, we must be directly
involved in the lives of those who are
affected by disaster or suffered a loss. We
must be a visible presence by providing
help, creating hope and transforming
lives.

Mission Statement: In faithfulness to the Gospel and the mission
of Jesus, Catholic Charities North Dakota fosters the common good
through charitable and social services to the people of North Dakota.
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As we near the end of 2009, we ask
you to consider a gift to Catholic
Charities North Dakota. Your gift can
provide valuable counseling services for a
couple facing an unintended pregnancy,
counseling for someone dealing with a
challenging relationship at home, or
transportation of a guardianship client

to an important medical appointment.
Talk to you tax planner to find out
more about the benefits of setting up a
charitable annuity that can benefit you
or your loved ones by providing income
for life and support Catholic Charities
at the same time. You may also earn an
immediate charitable tax deduction.

Colleen Hardy
Development
Director

For more information on giving a gift
to Catholic Charities, please call me,
Colleen Hardy, at (701) 235-4457.

Catholic Charities News

International Adoption Accreditation
In April, 2008, Catholic Charities North Dakota achieved its 2 year temporary Hauge accreditation. This made our agency
the only licensed child placing agency in North Dakota, which works in international adoption, to have this accreditation.
Being Hague Accredited provides the families and couples with whom we work, who are pursuing international adoption,
with an extra sense of security. We are now applying for full Hague Acreditation with the self-study portion submitted in
August and having site reviewers visit us in October.

Still time to get out on the courses

Fall Special: August 1 through September 30-Golf for Guardianship cards @$20.00 Cards provide great discounts at 103
courses in North Dakota and Western Minnesota. To purchase a card visit www.catholiccharitiesnd.org and click on the
Golf for Guardianship logo. To date, 1,100 cards have been sold, totalling $28.555. Thank you to those who have supported
Golf for Guardianship this season!

SPARCS students graduate

The counseling services’ SPARCS (Structured Psychotherapy for Adolescents Responding to Chronic Stress) program was
offered to two groups of students at West Fargo schools this spring. A total of twenty students were enrolled and sixteen
graduated. Student and teacher response to the program was very positive. Students found that they were able to manage
difficult situations more readily and calmly. They appreciated that the skills they learned in group were ones that they would
be able to use for a lifetime. Teachers commented that they had seen a difference in the ability of a number of the students to
manage their emotions more readily, enabling both the student and the teacher to focus on academics instead of behaviors.

Love in Stitches

Women from St. Catherine’s Church in Valley City are
shown with Colette Gauslow (upper right) from Catholic
Charities. The women made 18 knit baby caps and 26
quilts for the Pregnancy, Parenting and Adoption Program.
These items are much appreciated by the birth moms and
their babies who receive them.
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Catholic Charities Thanks All of Our Generous Donors

Andrea and Brian Abraham
Catherine and Francis Allers
Judy and Merton Beaudrie

Brenda Koeppe
Joyce and Albert Kollinger
Tadeusz Komorowski

Gifts given from January 1 through June 30,2009

With your help we can continue to provide quality community services,

education and assistance to those in need in our community. Monika and Richard Bennett Robert Kovacs
In Memory of By Carroll and Ken Berntson Cecilia and Joseph Kraft
My Parents John L. (Jack) Miller Bna‘n Boesp ﬂug . Fr. Bruce Krebs
Madeline Metzger Bonnic and Randy Carignan Jackie and Tim Brookins Frances and Robert Lebrun
Esther Rowekamp Diane and Howard Trapp Peter Butler Ellen Liddle X
Daniel J. Lessard David Lessard Gregory Byer Barbara and Donald Lies
Debbie Gabel Margaret and Lloyd Thilmony Catholic Charities USA Shelby Loft?gard
Margaret Mimnaugh Margaret and Lloyd Thilmony Church of the Holy Cross Fr. Gary Luiten .
Herman Wicland Margaret and Lloyd Thilmony Audrey and Joseph Cleary Sonia and Ivaldo Lunardi
Norm Weber Marearet and Llovd Thilmon Mary Ann and James Crawford Frances and Douglas MacDonald
Ervin F. Miller Tu dit%) and Earl l\/ifiller Y Grace and Roy Culbertson Mary and Peter McKenna
Acnes i(ubik Ronald Hane Judy and Dale Degenstein Microsoft Corporation
Sl’%aron Smith Darev San dsti,om Lori and Chalmer Dettler Mr. and Mrs. John T. Moraghan
Sharon Smith DianyChe ulis Christopher D. Dirr Diane and Patrick Murphy
Sharon Smith Dahn Mir}:er Marianna and Adam Dosch Deborah and Donald Myaer
Sharon Smith Wanda Rodin Lynn and Vern Dosch Leona and Richard Nagel
Sharon Smith Loretta Wall Elizabeth and Daniel Downs Ruby and Randolph Naslund
Sharon Smith Doris Jacobson Diane Duffy Theresa and Peter Orecchia
Sharon Smith Karen Steves Fr. George Dukart Patricia J. Orth
Sharon Smith Holly Deibert Connie Dulany Sarah and Eric Pegors
Sharon Smith Diane and Richard Olthoff Fr. Paul Eberle Ruth. C Phalex} .
Sharon Smith Janet and Eugene Jones Joan and Peter Edwards Gerri and Daniel Polito
Sharon Smith Rosemary and Robert McNamara Beverly A. Ehlers Fr. Gerald Potter X
Sharon Smith Jana and R. Pollock Fr. John Evans, IT Donald L. Rakoskie
Michael A. Smith Marion Smith Faith Lutheran Church Women Tami and Jerome Reller
Betty Allm.aras Dave Lill Melanie and Briston Fernandes Michael Rowland
Betty Allmaras JoAnne and Jim Lyons Fr. Eugfene Fish . Nyra Rustad
Pat Kirkeide Dave Lill Gate City Federal Savings Bank Anne R. Ryan
Calvin Hornbacher Dave Lill Eileen and Arthur Gatzke St. Catherine Church
Elsie Schafer Dave Lill Theresa and Richard Gehl St. Joseph Catholic Church
. . . Karen and Chris Gehri St. Joseph School

Elsie Smith Nita and Bob Th, 3 P

sie Smit 112 anc Bob " nompson GlaxoSmithKline St. Philip Neri Church

Stella, Peter, Herb & Lauraine
Violet and Christian Hoseth

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Svingen
Jared Gustafson

Connie and Dennis Glueckert
James Gorres

St. Therese/Little Flower Church
Scheels Corporation

Marjorie Ann Keller David Keller G X 4 Tom G I d Paul Schleini
M « Hilk Dol d Don Rubert enevieve and Tom Goven yse and Paul Schleinitz
HEE::eRonlniz JOIO\Z;C: :: d ]in:nL ;n:r us Neileen and Rick Greff Constance and Lloyd Schmidt
Shirle Albertsogn JoAnne and Jim Lyons Karen and Michael Grosz Jolene and Jeffery Schmitt
Carol }i(enne d Donald Cox ¥ Rosemary and Howard Groven Connie and Jason Schneider
Linda McCIeeyry Deacon Ed and Deb Didier Joyce and Raymond Gruby Patricia and Doyle Schulz
Tim Piler Deacon Ed and Deb Didier Fr. Kurtis Gunwall Jeanne and Gary Schumacher
Florence Diemert Deacon Ed and Deb Didier Dea-n Hanr.lasch Paul Seifert
Richard Stark Deacon Ed and Deb Didier Geri and Bill Harbeke Fr. Edward Sherman
Ben Lockwood Deacon Ed and Deb Didier Agnes and Ryan Harrington Sisters of Mary of the Presentation
David Lewis Fr. Duaine Cote Shelly and Darrin Hawley Sisters of St. Francis
Mors. Delores Decoteau Jean and Larry Charbonneau Janet and. Dwight Hendrickson Msgr. Dennis Skonseng .
Raymond Dunnigan Jean and Larry Charbonneau Jane Marie and Wayne Hepper Crystal and Dewey Stegmiller
Derick Wolfe Jackic and Doug Wolfe Louise and Robert Hesler Rita and Donald Steidl
Cliff Hale Dave Lill & Lydia and James Hillerson Joseph G. Szmerekovsky
Ervin Heins Dave Lill Corliss and Joseph Hizinski Lori and Mark Trosen
Robert Svingen Marlene and Kevin Svingen Melissa and Mlke Flughes . Pe'tc Tynan

Leroy and Claire Hughes Family Fund Elizabeth Tyree

Agnes Jacobs & Bertha Caldwell

Deacon Ignatz Zach

Dorothy and Francis Jacobs

Deacon Julian and Donna Mrozla

of the Jewish Community Foundation
Marilyn and Leroy Jochum

Stephanie Vetter
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Wanner

Patricia Gretchen Krenelka Th Krenelk:
P:t gla Svin. e;n 8 Mr():lz: Mresn;)a?e Svingen Delores and Marvin Johnson Mary and Michael Wegley
’ g ’ ’ e Rachelle Kadrmas Barb and Kurt Witteman

H. & L. Dietz Mr. and Mrs. Dale Svingen X ;

. Danile Keily-Zent Karen and Albert Wolf
Byron Lubbers Monica Lubbers X

. Dolores Knopik Thomas Woodward
Samuel Flegel Valerie and Leroy Flegel Marv Ann Knud
John Sauer Laurie and Phil Kraemer ary AAnn finudson
Francis Kraemer Laurie and Phil Kraemer
Mary Grove John Grove
Conrad (Connie) Tuchscherer Anne Tuchscherer In Honor of By
Steven J. Austreng Kathy and Terry Wigestrand My Birthday David Keller
Darrell Her. man Dorothy and Ed Herman Charles and Sarah Mary Ann and Cy Votava
Robert Ervin Kobe Frances B. Kobe Bishop Samuel Aquila Peter Wilson
Ruth & John Cavanaugh Fr. John Cavanaugh Msgr. Allan Nilles, 60" Anniversary Mary Anne and Conrad Schuster

Ron Schumacher

In Appreciation of
Fr. Tom Graner, our pastor
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Billie and Steve Schumacher

By

Susan, Mark and Bridget Hoffert

Fr. Al Bitz, 40" Anniversary

Bernadette and George Lies
Mary Anne and Conrad Schuster
Colette and Mel Gauslow



I) completed my second year as
'V Cchairman of Catholic Charities
North Dakota (CCND), which has been
an exciting time. I now have one more
year to serve on the board of directors,
then will get off the board as one can
only serve two 3-year terms. Time
certainly flies; we board members have
been busy keeping in touch with what is
happening at CCND and giving advice
to administration and staff on how to
improve the organization. The goal,
as always, is to serve as many people as
possible, with the services we provide.
With the competent executive
director and staff who keep board mem-
bers well informed, it is not a difficult
task, however it can be time consuming.
We have had turnover in board members
in the five years that I have been on the
board. As situations change from year
to year, some board members have had
to resign their positions when their per-
sonal job has become more demanding,
but they have always volunteered to be
available for consultation when needed.
All our board members have taken an
active part in the organization and have

served well on the committees to which
they were appointed. I want to person-
ally thank all of the board members who
have served, and also want to thank
those members who continue to serve
for the fantastic job they are doing.

Several new members will be
commissioned at the Annual Dinner in
September. They will be a great asset to
CCND, and I'm grateful to them for
volunteering their services. **

I am sad to say that we are search-
ing for a new executive director as
Briston Fernandes has submitted his
resignation effective December 31, when
he plans to retire. Briston was the execu-
tive director when I became a member of
the board. He has been very helpful in
getting new board members acclimated
to the happenings of CCND and the
staff. I wish him well in his retirement.
It will be very difficult to find someone
to take his place (not replace him, but
assume the duties which he has had). He
has been an excellent director.

To the staff, I wish to thank all of
you for your dedication to CCND and

for making me feel welcome each time

Jerome
Schwartzenberger
Chairman,
Board of Directors

I have stopped at your offices, even if
it was just for a few minutes to say
“Hello”. Like I said, I have one more
year on the board so you may see my
face several more times before the end
of my term, but I am always glad to stop
at the office and see all of the persons
who make Catholic Charities North
Dakota function.

Jerome Schwartzenberger
Past Chairman, Board of Directors

“New members joining the Board of Directors
this fall are Brian Herding, Grafton; Jerry
Clark, Minot; Agnes Harrington, Fargo; Sonia
Lunardi and Deacon Doyle Schulz, Bismarck;
Thomas Vanorny, Oakes; Mary Ann Votava,
Grand Forks.

Farm Bureau Foundation supports agency’s disaster efforts

]
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The North Dakota Farm Bureau Foundation
recently presented Catholic Charities North Dakota
with a $10,000 grant from their Disaster Relief fund
to support our agency’s Disaster Response efforts.
The funds will be used as part of the agency’s work
with Resource Agencies Flood Team (RAFT) in
providing case management. Through this process,
families are helped with recovery, be it rebuilding
damaged homes or replacing destroyed property.

Catholic Charities, in partnership with other
Voluntary Agencies Active in Disaster, is also
involved in Hands Across North Dakota, a fencing
project, and in recruitment of volunteers to assist
with rebuilding efforts. For more information or to

volunteer, call Colleen Hardy at (701) 235-4457.
Colleen Hardy, Director of Development and Community Relations of Catholic Charities North Dakota, is pictured

with major sponsors to the relief fund. (Itor) Jim Alexander, CEO-Nodak Mutual Insurance Company ; Scott Anderson-Dow

Agrosciences; Colleen Hardy; Bridgette Readel, Dow Agrosciences and Eric Aasmundstad, Chair-NDFB Foundation.
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Save Us Money
If you wish to receive this newsletter
via email, you no longer wish to receive
it, or are receiving multiple copies,
please call 1-800-450-4457 or email
jedwards@catholiccharitiesnd.org.
Thank you.

Guardianship-Someone to lean on

Larry came into our program like many others, not because of his developmental disability, not because of his age of
75, but because of an unfortunate medical diagnosis. Larry came to our program with newly diagnosed stage 2 colon cancer.
We were appointed his emergency guardian while he was still in the hospital. While this was not the best place to become
aquainted with a new client, it worked well for Larry and his guardian to discuss with the doctors the many medical decisions
and treatment options that lay ahead. In the end the decision was made by Larry and his guardian to have the surgery to
remove the cancer as well as complete the prescribed one year treatment of chemotherapy the doctor had ordered.

Larry came through the surgery well and completed 10 months of weekly chemotherapy with the support of his team

g and staff. However, at 10 months he announced to everyone he was done and no longer wanted to go

~ to treatments. By this time his guardianship orders had been changed from emergency to permanent

. guardianship status, allowing his guardian to continue to oversee his medical care. Larry and his guardian

| then met with his team to discuss the choices of continuing treatments or stopping treatments. After a

lengthy discussion it was decided everyone would pull together to get Larry through the next two months

no matter what it would take. He had done so well up to this point and stopping treatments at that point

could mean a certain return of the cancer. Two months later Larry and his team celebrated the long awaited

end of his chemotherapy treatments with a big party. Over the next several years Larry and his guardian
" continued to go to recheck appointments to make sure the cancer had not returned.

The decision to finish his treatments served Larry well as he lived the next 10 years exactly as he wished. The only thing
he loved more than giving someone a bad time was for them to give it right back to him. He became affectionately known
around the home to everyone as “grandpa” as he gracefully aged. The years passed and twelve years after we were appointed
guardian we began to see a significant decline in Larry’s health. His team would meet to discuss his growing needs and
how they would be met. A move to a nursing home was considered as he and his guardian toured several homes. While all
would provide wonderful care, no nursing home would allow him to continue his chewing tobacco habit that he had begun
as a teenager or his daily multiple cans of Mountain Dew. These habits were central in his life as well as the relationships he
had built with the others around him over the years. Larry celebrated his 87® birthday in April and at the beginning of May
moved to a different group home with more staff so he might be able to receive additional care. His guardian felt this to be
the best move for him to meet the needs of his declining health yet still maintain his quality of life. Larry continued to live
in this home surrounded by those who cared about him most until he peacefully passed away in his sleep one month later.

Annual Dinner set for September 11

The Seventh Annual Dinner of Catholic Charities North Dakota will take place on September 11th at St. Michael’s
Parish Social Hall in Grand Forks. The Social will begin at 5:30 p.m. with Dinner at 6:30 p.m. The Caritas Award will
be presented to Betty Keegan. Dinner reservations ($25.00 per person for prime rib dinner) may be made by calling
(701) 235-4457, or through our website at www.catholiccharitiesnd.org. Reservations are requested by September 4th.




